
July 2, 2019   

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.   

Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson added Galen 

Cariveau, HR, with an update at 10:45.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda 

with the addition.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 20th meeting as submitted.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Kristi Nelson, Director of Social Services, addressed the board with regard to A Resolution For Families and 

Children and MinnesotaCare Procurement.  After discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 

adopt CR 07-02-2019-1 A Resolution for Families and Children and Minnesota Care Procurement.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted 

unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

A/T Hanson updated the board on the MACATFO Conference she had attended from June 25 – June 28th at 

Breezy Point Resort.   Donna noted it had been a very busy week with many sessions with the Dept of 

Revenue on assorted topics, Elections, Dept of Natural Resources as well as a session with MN State Auditor, 

Julie Blaha, and more.   

At 9:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, Emergency Management, updated the board on the upcoming FEMA meeting 

to be held July 10, 2019, at the Ada Event Center with Mahnomen and Norman Counties attending and 

working on submitting damages and costs through the FEMA portal.   

Garry also discussed the Elected & Senior Officials training that was held June 27th at the Becker County 

Emergency Center, stating there were 4 or 5 officials from Norman County attending.   He had found the 

presentation on flood insurance information to be very useful.   

Garry also touched on a letter received recently from FEMA with regard to the Flood Insurance Rate Map(s) 

and Flood Insurance Study report for Norman County.  Mr. Johanson noted that he would be doing some 

research and returning to the board with additional information and possibly a resolution prior to  

December 20, 2019.  

 

At 9:50 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH, addressed the board with a request for approval of out-of-state travel for 

Kim Myers to attend the Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA) mid-year training in Dallas, TX, 

July 15th through July 18th.  This travel will be paid for by the Drug Free Communities Grant.  Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to approve the out-of-state travel for Kim Myers.  Commissioner Gunderson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Ms. Kjono then noted that she had originally planned to ask for out-of-state travel for another individual, but 

that individual had tendered her resignation.  Therefore, Sarah requested she be allowed to advertise for a 

new public health nurse.   

Sarah also shared that she had been able to attend a conference in Washington DC as part of the Tri-Valley 

Board that she serves on which was also beneficial to her position with NMPH.   



At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Redland called for a short break.   

At 10:12 a.m. Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of County Infrastructure, presented the board with two petitions 

for weed spraying in county ditches.  The first was for County Ditch 17 and the second for County Ditch 36, 

both asking for spraying with Rodeo to control vegetation, and both signed by Charles Borgen, Neil Rockstad, 

Naloni Tufton and Larry Houge.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the ditch petitions 

for spraying.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Mr. Ramstad then brought forward the Contract for Highway Construction between Norman County and 

Sellin Brothers, Inc of Hawley, MN for SAP-054-654-003, in the Ada Southwest Industrial Park.  After some 

discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the contract with Sellin Bros. for $587,367.50.  

Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Mr. Ramstad then presented the board with a Local Road Improvement Program Grant Agreement for SAP 

054-654-003 in connection with the Ada SW Industrial Park project, where Norman County is acting as a pass 

through for the City of Ada project.   Following discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt 

CR 07-02-2019-2, a Resolution for Grant Agreement to State Transportation Fund Local Road Improvement 

Program Grant, SAP 054-654-003, in the amount of $350,000 with excess to come from Municipal 

Construction Funds.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was 

adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

Bob then updated the board on the County 18 bridge replacement, stating that the permitting has been 

delayed, and he feels that this won’t be in place by October.  Bob did state that there is still the possibility of 

doing a temporary crossing which would be covered by State Aid Disaster funding.  Following discussion, 

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to proceed with a temporary crossing as this road needs to be open 

for the upcoming harvest.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Mr. Ramstad also noted that they will begin mowing road ditches on July 8th.  Bob also stated that the County 

Road 36 project is coming along, with the culverts all in and tight grading hopefully being done today.  Paving 

could possibly start as early as tomorrow.   Bob also noted that Hwy 32 is scheduled to close at the Maushaug 

Creek area for culvert placement on July 8th with detour in place.   

At 10:35 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board regarding the DWI Court.  Mr. Brue stated 

that the county had made a donation to the Treatment Court in 2017, and he would support the county 

making a donation once again to keep the program operating.  James stated that they have had 3-5 

participants in the program at one time, and have seen success with those who have graduated from the 

program.  Following discussion and questions for Mr. Brue, the board did ask that James come back with 

additional numbers for them regarding the program.   

At 10:50 a.m. Galen Cariveau, HR, brought forward a resignation from Brian Hall, a truck driver for the 

Highway Department.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to accept the letter of resignation and thank 

Mr. Hall for his service to Norman County.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.  Commissioner Jacobson then made a motion to advertise to fill this position.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item on Mr. Cariveau’s agenda was setting a special meeting for July 10th beginning at 1:00 p.m. for 

the purpose of interviewing candidates for the Highway Engineer position.  Mr. Cariveau noted that the 

Highway Committee had looked over applications submitted and had removed two applicants who had only 

structural engineering experience, with no civil engineering.  Mr. Cariveau also noted that one applicant had 



removed himself from consideration, so they would hopefully have three interviews on the 10th.   A/T Hanson 

was asked to post a Special Meeting Notice for July 10th at 1 p.m. for the purpose of interviewing engineering 

candidates.   

Chairman Redland asked if all commissioners had been able to review the bills.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   

Revenue – $39,479.35  Road & Bridge -- $76,446.58  Building -- $328.07 

Public Health -- $1,785.67 County Homes -- $360.00  Solid Waste -- $11,000.00 

TOTAL -- $129,399.67 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At this time Commissioner Gunderson brought forward information from Kelly Kappes, Custodian, regarding 

the air conditioning in the Law Enforcement/Social Services area of the building.  Mr. Kappes was called in to 

the meeting for discussion.  Kelly stated that Climate Control has been up to look at the McQuay unit, not 

sure of what is wrong with it, and they will be back to look further into it today.  Discussion followed and it 

was decided to add this as a possible discussion point for the Special Meeting as Kelly should know more by 

that time and if we need to replace the unit, we could act on it at that time.   

There being no further business before the board, Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting at 11:05 a.m. 

 

 

______________________________________   ____________________________________ 

Nathan Redland, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 

 


